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The  Hi/lory  of  an  Ovarium,  wherein  were  found 
Teeth , Hair , and  Bones.  By  James  Cleg- 
horn,  M.  B.  Vide  Tranfattions  of  the 
'Royal  IrifJ)  Academy  for  1787. 

Generation  is  a febjea  fo  myiterious 

in  itfelf,  that  any  faft  which  may  ferve 
to  throw  light  upon  it,  cannot  be  confidered 
as  unimportant.  Dr  Cleghorn  is  of  opinion, 
that  no  appearances  have  tended  fo  much  to 
elucidate  this  fubjea,  as  the  formation  and 
growth  of  fcetufes  without  the  womb  ; and  he 
thinks  none  are  fo  deferving  of  particular  at- 
tention as  thofe  which  have  have  been  form- 
ed in  the  ovarium.  He  here  prefents  us 
with  a very  ftriking  example  of  this  kind, 
which  exhibits  feveral  particulars,  equally  cu- 
rious and  interefting. 

Before,  however,  relating  the  hiftqryof  the 

cafe,  which  fell  under  his  own  infpeaion,  he 

hates, 
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dates  briefly  the  molt  remarkable  inftances  of 
the  fame  kind  which  have  been  related  by 
fome  other  authors ; particularly  foine  inftan- 
ces in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Sciences  of  Paris,  in  the  Journal  de  Medecine, 
in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Eflfays,  in  the  writ- 
ings of  Ruyfch,  Baudeloque,  and  others.  But 
among  all  the  inftances  that  have  been  re- 
corded, one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  cafes  is 
that,  of  which  he  here  gives  us  an  account. 

The  firft  part  of  this  account,  did  not,  indeed, 

0 

fall  under  his  own  obfervation ; but  he  had 
it  from  authority  which  he  had  little  reafon  to 
doubt.  And,  after  relating  the  information 
he  received  from  others,  he  gives  an  accurate 
defcription  of  the  parts  of  generation  in  his 
own  pofleflion,  illuftrated  by  an  elegant  en- 
graving. 

The  woman  who  is  the  fubjeft  of  this  pa- 
per, died  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  her  age,  about 
ten  days  after  being  tapped  for  a tumour, 
which  was  fufpe&ed  to  be  a d.ropfical  colle&iou 
in  fome  part  of  the  abdomen.  When  in 
health,  fhe  was  a tall  and  well  made  woman  ; 
and  file  had  born  a child  about  twenty- five 
years  before  her  death.  She  continued  in 
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good  health  for  feveral  months  after  her  de- 
livery, and  nurfed  the  child.  While  on  the 
bread,  it  was  feized  with  violent  and  frequent 
convulfion  fits ; but,  after  fome  time,  it  reco- 
vered fo  as  to  be  perfe&ly  healthy.  But, 
from  this  period,  the  woman  herfelf  was  ob- 
ferved  to  decline  in  her  health,  and  file  conti- 
nued weak  and  fickly  for  a year  or  more.  At 
lad,  however,  die  regained  her  ufual  good 
date  of  health  in  every  circumdance,  except- 
ing that  her  menfes  never  again  appeared, 
and  her  belly  increafed  in  fize  as  if  die  had 
been  big  with  child. 

Notwithdanding  this  appearance  of  preg- 
nancy, die  was  known  to  walk  lightly,  to  la- 
bour hard,  and  her  legs  were  never  obferved 
to  be  ccdematous.  She  appeared,  in  other 
refpe&s,  to  be  in  perfett  health,  and  never 
once  complained  of  any  uneafinefs,  excepting 
the  inconvenience  of  carrying  fo  large  a belly. 
In  this  date,  die  remained  for  upwards  of 
twenty-three  years ; at  which  time  die  was 
advifed  to  be  tapped,  and  fubmitted  to  the  o- 
peration.  Upon  withdrawing  the  canula,  a 
confiderablc  quantity  of  vifcid  matter  flowed 
put,  mixed  with  hair  and  bits  of  fat.  Bur,  in 
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place  of  obtaining  any  relief,  (lie  died  ten  days 
after  the  operation.  The  gentleman  who 
performed  the  operation,  opened  her  body  af- 
rer  death.  Upon  cutting  into  the  abdomen, 
the  firlt  thing  which  prefented  itfelf  to  view, 
under  the  peritoneum,  was  a large  feemingly 
mufcular  fac,  which  extended  acrofs  the  abdo- 
men. Upon  opening  this  fac,  it  was  found  to 
contain  balls  of  a fatty  fubftance,  mixed  with 
hair,  and  likewife  with  feveral  bones.  The 
operator,  {truck  with  the  lingularity  of  the 
appearance,  cut  out  entire  the  bladder,  re&um, 
and  uterus  with  its  appendages,  together  with 
fome  portion  of  the  labia  pudendi  and  podex. 
Thefe  parts  were  given  to  Dr  Cleghorn  ; and 
he  here  prefents  us  with  a very  particular  and 
accurate  account  of  the  appearances.  As  the 
nature  of  our  work  does  not  admit  of  engrav- 
ings, we  cannot  con  vey  to  the  reader  the  fame 
accurate  idea  as  lie  would  obtain  from  the  ori- 
ginal. 13utwe  prefume,  that  from  the  follow- 
ing account,  the  intelligent  reader  will  have 
no  difficulty  in  underflanding  the  principal 
morbid  affe&ions  which  here  took  place. 

The  bladder  appeared  to  be  of  the  natural 
£ze,  and,  when  laid  open,  {hewed  no  morbid 
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affe&ion.  The  vagina,  os  tineas,  and  uterus, 
were  in  a perfectly  natural  (late.  On  the  left 
fide,  the  Fallopian  tube,  with  the  ovarium 
and  other  appendages  of  the  uterus,  were  alfo 
in  a natural  condition.  On  the  right  fide,  the 
Fallopjan  tube  and  round  ligament  were  very 
evident  at  the  part  next  the  uterus ; but,  at 
the  other  extremity,  they  were  attached  to  a 
large  bag  or  cyft,  which,  there  could  be  no 
doubt  in  concluding,  was  the  ovarium  of  that 
fide  enlarged  to  an  immenfe  fize.  To  obtain 
fome  idea  of  the  capacity  of  this  bag,  Dr 
Cleghorn  endeavoured  to  fill  it  with  W'ater, 
and  concluded,  that  it  would,  if  fully  diftend- 
ed,  hold  from  ten  to  twelve  quarts.  But,  up- 
on laying  open  this  cyft,  its  internal  parts 
were  what  chiefly  deferved  notice.  A confi- 
derable  portion  of  the  internal  furface  was 
even  and  fmooth ; but,  at  its , lowrer  parr,  it 
was  made  very  irregular  and  rough,  by  a great 
number  of  fmall  pouches  of  different  fizes,  and 
feveral  piles  of  bone. 

The  contents  of  thefe  pouches  were  as  va- 
rious as  their  fize  was  different.  Some  con- 
tained a gelatinous  kind  of  mucus,  while  o- 
thers  contained  a cretaceous  matter.  In  fome, 
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he  found  a brownifh  black  fluff  like  bone, 
which  had  been  melted  down,  and  corrupted 
by  putrefa&ion.  In  others,  the  contents  re- 
fembled  fat,  and  felt  like  it  when  rubbed  be- 
tween the  fingers.  In  fome  were  hairs ; in  o- 
thers  fmall  fragments  of  bones,  Some  were 
attached  by  fmall  peduncles ; others  adhered 
by  their  coats.  The  bones  were  very  irregu- 
lar; nor  could  it  be  faid  that  they  refembled, 
in  every  refpeft,  any  one  bone  of  the  fkeleton, 
although  fome  of  them  had  a good  deal  the 
appearance  of  being  portions  of  thejaws.  One 
in  particular  refembled  the  os  maxillare  fupe- 
rius,  having  fomething  like  a palate  plate,  an 
alveolar  procefs,  and  having  teeth  incafed  in 
it.  There  were  other  bones  of  confiderable 
fize;  fome  round,  fome  fiat;  but  none  of  them 
could  be  likened  to  any  of  the  bones  of  the 
fkeleton.  They  were  all  covered  with  a 
tough,  tenfe  white  membrane,  which  adhered 
very  firmly  to  them,  and  much  refembled  the 
common  perioflium.  This  was  again  covered 
by  a produ&ion  of  the  internal  coat  of  the 
cyft ; and,  upon  feeling  the  bones  through  this 
thick  coat,  Dr  Cleghorn  once  imagined  that 
the  fiat  ones  were  ribs,  and  that  the  round  ones 
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were  the  fkeleton  of  a foetus’s  leg  and  foot,  as 
there  was  a joint.  But,  upon  laying  them 
bare,  he  could  not  difcover  any  refemblance 
to  thefe  bones.  As  to  the  teeth,  they  were 
perfectly  regular  in  all  their  parts,  having  cafes 
and  fangs,  and  being  almoft  all  of  them  en- 
cafed  in  an  alveolar  procefs  and  fockets. 
They  were  forty-four  in  number,  and  the 
greater  part  were  diftinguilhable  into  fome  of 
the  fpecies.  There  were  eight  incifores,  three 
canini,  four  bicufpides,  and  fixteen  molares ; 
the  others  were  doubtful.  Several  of  them 
were  of  the  firft  crop  of  teeth ; while  the 
greater  number  were  evidently  fuch  as  are 
found  in  the  jaws  of  perfons  of  fourteen  or 
fifteen  years  of  age.  Sixteen  of  thefe  teeth 
were  encafed  in  the  bone  formerly  mentioned, 
refembling  the  maxilla  fuperior;  the  others 
were  fcattered  without  order,  excepting  that 
it  did  not  happen  that  teeth  of  different  fpe- 
cies were  clofe  one  to  another.  But  fome  of 
the  incifores  were  in  fo  clofe  contact,  that 
their  fangs  even  grew  together.  In  one  part 
of  this  fac,  there  was  a diflin^l  cell,  in  which 
was  contained  a quantity  of  hair,  refem- 
bHng  the  hair  of  the  head,  and  which  was 
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matted  into  a cake  by  fome  matter,  probably 
fuch  as  filled  the  cavity  of  the  fac.  Some  lit- 
tle tubercles  which  lay  in  the  fac,  were  alfo 

t 1 

befet  with  fmall  hairs. 

After  giving  an  accurate  account  of  the 
particulars  of  this  extraordinary  cafe,  Dr  Cleg- 
horn  next  lays  before  the  reader,  two  opi- 
nions which  have  been  offered  with  the  view 
of  explaining  fuch  phenomena.  Ruyfch,  in 
his  Adverfaria  Anatomica,  treating  of  Athero- 
Kiata,  delivers  it  decidedly  as  his  opinion,  that 
tumours  of  this  nature,  whether  found  in  the 
ovarium  or  not,  will  give  rife  to  the  growth  of 
hair,  teeth,  and  bones.  In  proof  of  this,  he 
relates  a very  uncommon  cafe  indeed,  of  a 
young  man  whofe  body  was  examined  after 
death,  and  in  whofe  flomach  there  was  found 
an  Atheroma,  within  which  was  a bundle 
of  hair  like  the  hair  of  one’s  head,  and 
likewife  a piece  of  bone,  of  an  irregular  fhape, 
about  the  fize  of  an  almond.  There  were 
alfo  four  real  dentes  molares,  fuch  as  are  found 
in  the  human  jaw ; two  of  thefe  teeth  grew 
together,  while  two  others  w'ere  fepararc. 
But,  what  was  hill  more  aftonifhing,  the  thigh 
$>f  a fmall  African  deer  wu$  found  in  the  fame 
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fac,  or  fomething  exaftly  refembling  ir,  ex- 
cepting that  its  hoof  was  not  cloven,  but  co- 
vered with  a nail  at  its  end,  like  a human  fin- 
ger. In  oppofition  to  this  cafe,  however,  Dr 
Cleghorn  obferves,  that  it  is  only  related  by 
Ruyfch  on  the  authority  of  others.  And  he, 
with  great  jultice,  adds,  that  even  granting  that 
hairs  and  bones  were  really  found  in  Athero- 
ma’s of  the  ftomach,  it  is  more  probable  that 
thefe  lubflances  were  fwaliowed  accidentally, 
and  generated  the  Atheroma,  than  that  they 
were  generated  in  fuch  a tumour. 

In  oppofition  to  the  opinion  of  Ruyfch,  Dr 
Cleghorn  Hates  another,  which  is  fupported 
by  the  authority  of  the  fagacious  Aftruc.  In 
his  treatife  on  the  difeafes  of  women,  he  ob- 
ferves, that  befides  the  common  ineyfted  tu- 
mours found  in  the  ovaria,  as  well  as  in  other 
parts,  there  is  one  peculiar  fpecies  formed  there 
by  the  putrefa&ion  of  embryo’s,  which  have 
been  there  conceived,  and  have  periflied. 
When  fteotoinata  and  atheromata,  with  bun- 
dles of  hair  in  them,  are  found  in  the  ovaria, 
he  fuppofes  that  they  have  been  parts  of  a 
foetus  which  has  died  there,  and  that  the  hairs 
have  continued  to  grow  after  its  death,  as 
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they  are  known  to  do  in  dead  bodies ; and  he 
imagines  that  teeth  may  grow  in  the  fame 
manner.  It  is  not  however,  neccffary,  Dr 
Cleghorn  thinks,  to  give  the  teeth  and  bones 
a kind  of  vegetable  growth,  fuch  as  hair  is 
fuppofed  to  have,  in  order  that  the  teeth 
{hould  grow  even  to  the  maturity  of  adult 
bones : he  imagines  that  an  inofculation  of 
blood-veflels  may  take  place  between  the  mem- 
brane which  covers  the  bones,  and  the  coats 
of  the  fac.  In  this  manner,  he  thinks  the 
leones  will  be  Supplied  with  blood,  and  will 
grow.  And  he  confiders  this  opinion  as  Sup- 
ported by  the  numerous  observations,  which 
prove,  that  parts  of  animals  which  have  beeu 
Separated  one  from  another,  and  afterwards 
brought  into  contaft,  do  frequently  unite, 
and,  by  their  veflfels  inofculating,  have  a free 
circulation  of  fluids  through  them. 

In  the  cafe  Dr  Cleghorn  has  defcribed,  it 
would  appear  that  the  patient  had  borne  the 
tumour  and  its  contents  for  the  Space  of 
twenty-four  years  previous  to  her  death.  And 
he  thinks  it  a very  curious  Subject  of  enquiry. 
How  long  Nature  will  preferve  a foetus  in  its 
. mother’s  belly,  without  creating  any  other  in- 
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